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SUBJECT: DIRECTOR GENERAL EKLUND'S RECOMMENDATIONS THAT 
USG MAKE PUBLIC INPORMATION RET .EASE CONCERNING 
USE OP REACTOR GRADE PU IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

REF: STATE 48932 

1 . IN OUR VIEW THERE MIGHT BE SOME BENEPIT IN MAKING 
AVAILABLE TO A WIDER RANGE OP POREIGN GOVERNMENT AND 
INDUSTRY OPPICIALS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
UTILITY OP SPENT REACTOR PUEL POR WEAPONS PURPOSES. 

WHILE MOST UK GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY OPFICIALS ARE 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT AND SHARE OUR CONCERNS, WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT A NUMBER OF OTHER EUROPEANS, POR EXAMPLE. ARE UN- 
CONVINCED OF THE FACTUAL BASIS FOR OUR POSITION AND ARE 
SKEPTICAL OP US MOTIVATION POR EMPHASIZING THIS ISSUE. 

DISSEMINATION OP AN EXPANDED INPORMATION PACKAGE TO IN- 
PLUENTIAL INDIVIDUALS OF A KEY GROUP OP NATIONS WITH A 
DECISIVE VOICE IN PORMULATING NON-PROLIPERATION POLICY. 

SUCH AS THE LONDON SUPPLIERS GROUP, APPEARS DESIRABLE. 
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2. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER. WE QUESTION THE DESIRA- 
BILITY OF OFFICIALLY CONFIRMING THE WEAPONS POTENTIAL 
OP ALL REACTOR GRADE PLUTONIUM FOR A LARGER, COMPARATIVE- 
LY UNINFORMED AUDIENCE. THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND MOST 
JOURNALISTS ALREADY ASSUME THAT PLUTONIUM IS PLUTONIUM 
AND THEREPORE HAS WEAPONS POTENTIAL, SO ANY PURTHER 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ELABORATION WOULD SERVE NO USEFUL EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE. 
CONVERSELY, IT SEEMS POINTLESS TO ELIMINATE ANY LINGER- 
ING DOUBTS A NUMBER OF NON-NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES MAY 
HAVE ABOUT THE UTILITY OF SPENT REACTOR FUEL FOR ANY 
WEAPONS PROGRAM THEY MAY CONTEMPLATE FOR NOW OR LATER. 

3. ON TIMING, TABLING OF AN EXPANDED INFORMATION PACKAGE 
EITHER CONCURRENTLY OR SUBSEQUENT TO THE OUTCOME OF THE 
US NUCLEAR ENERGY POLICY REVIEW SEEMS APPROPRIATE. 
PRESUMABLY, SUCH A PACKAGE WOULD LEND SUPPORT TO THE 
NON-PROLIFERATION POLICY CONCLUSIONS REACHED. 

MILLER 
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